
SECONDARY CURRICULUM KS3/KS4 

HISTORY 

Year 7 – The making of 
the UK 

How did politics and 
society change in Britain 
from the Iron Age to the 

Civil War? 

Year 8 – Birth of the Modern 
World 

How and when did the world 
become ‘modern’? 

 

Year 9  – A century of 
conflict 

How has 20th century conflict 
shaped the world we live in? 
 

Year 10- GCSE History 
History 9-1: Pearson Edexcel 
 

Year 11- GCSE History 
History 9-1: Pearson Edexcel 
 

Course content: 
The emergence of Norman 
rule 

1. How did invasion 
and settling shape 
the UK before 
1066? 

2. Why did William 
win the Battle of 
Hastings? 

3. How did William 
control Britain? 

 
Medieval society 

1. How important 
was the Medieval 
church?  

2. Why did people 
risk their lives for 
the Church? 
(Crusades) 

3. How did Medieval 
society change? 

Course content: 
The making of the USA from 
colonies to civil rights 

1. What was the impact of 
the settlers on America?   

2. What was life like under 
slavery?  

3. How far did the lives of 
African Americans 
change in the 
Reconstruction?   

4. Why was the Civil Rights 
Movement successful?  

 
The birth of democratic France 

5. What were the causes of 
the French Revolution?  

6. What was the impact of 
the French Revolution?  

 
Britain as a world power 

7. How was the British 
Empire established?   

Course content: 
The First World War 

1. What caused the 
outbreak of WW1?   

2. What was life like for 
soldiers in WW1?  

3. What was the impact 
of WW1 on the home 
front?  

War in the local area 
1. How much can the 

Lewisham Times tell 
us about the Great 
War? 
 

The Second World War 
1. What caused the 

outbreak of WW2? 
2. Why did the allies win 

WW2?   
3. What was the impact 

of WW2 on the home 
front?  

Course content: 
Paper 1- Thematic Study: 
Crime and Punishment in 
Britain c1000 to present (20% 
total) 
 
Paper 1- Historical 
environment: Whitechapel, 
c1870-1900: Crime and 
Policing in the inner city (10% 
total) 
 
Paper 2- British Depth Study: 
Early Elizabethan England, 
1558-1588 (20% total) 
 
 

Course content: 
Paper 3- Modern Depth 
Study: Weimar and Nazi 
Germany, 1918-39 (30% 
total) 
 
Paper 2- Period Study: 
Superpower relations and 
the Cold War, 1941-91 (20% 
total) 
 



 

(Beckett and King 
John) 

4. How bad was 
public health in 
Medieval times? 

 
Religion in the Tudor 
period 

5. How effectively did 
Mary and Elizabeth 
deal with the 
problem of 
religion? 

6. Why did Henry 
break with the 
Catholic Church? 

 
The demise of the 
monarchy 

7. What caused the 
Civil War? 

8. What was the 
impact of the Civil 
War? 

 
 

8. Why was slavery 
abolished?  

9. How should the British 
Empire be remembered?   

 
The birth of industry in Britain 

10. How did the Industrial 
Revolution change the 
British economy?   

11. How did the Industrial 
Revolution change 
British society? 

 
Nazi Germany 

1. How did the Nazis 
come to power?   

2. What was life like in 
Nazi Germany? 

3. Why did the 
Holocaust happen?   

 
The post-war world 

1. How hot did the Cold 
War get?  
  

2. How is conflict 
shaping the 21st 
century?   

 


