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Year 10 – Term
Topic: Islam Beliefs

Name: FG:

Class:

1
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Key beliefs 
summary

Authority summary

• Identify the six articles of faith in Sunni 
Islam

• Identify the five roots of Usul ad-Din in Shi’a 
Islam

• Explain Muslim beliefs in the Oneness of God 
(Tawid)

• Explain the Muslim beliefs in the Supremacy 
of God’s will

• Explain Muslim beliefs about the nature of 
God

• Explain the names and qualities of God, 
including immanent, transcendent, omnipotent, 
beneficent, merciful

• Explain the meaning of God’s fairness and 
justice (Adalat in Shi’a Islam)

• Explain Muslims beliefs about angels, including 
Jibril and Mika’il

• Explain Muslim beliefs about predestination 
and human freedom and their relationship to 
the Day of Judgement

• Explain Muslim beliefs about the life after 
death, resurrection, heaven and hell

• Explain the importance of human responsibility 
and accountability in relation to life after 
death

• Explain Muslim beliefs about 
Prophethood (Risalah)

• Explain the role and 
importance of Adam, 
Ibrahim and Muhammad

• Identify the Holy Books in 
Islam and explain Muslim 
beliefs about their 
authority

• Explain the significance of 
the Qur’an as revelation and 
as authority

• Explain Muslim beliefs about 
the authority of other Holy 
Books such as the Torah, 
the Psalms, the Gospel, the 
Scrolls of Abraham

• Explain the meaning, role 
and significance of the 
Imamate in Shi’a Islam

Paper 1: The Study of Islam:  Beliefs : What I Need to Know

Topic Notes Assessed Revis
ed

R.A.G

Beliefs  

The oneness of God and 
supremacy of God’s will 

Key beliefs of Sunni and Shi’a 
Islam 
The nature of God

Angels 

Predestination 

Life after death 

Prophethood and Adam  

Ibrahim 

Muhammad and the Imamate 

The holy books in Islam 



GCSE RS Exam Information

AO Description

AO1

You need to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and beliefs 
including: 
• Beliefs, practices and sources of authority
• Influence on individuals an, communities and societies
• Similarities and differences within and/or between religions and beliefs.

AO2
You need to analyse and evaluate  aspects of religion and belief, including 
their significance and influence. 

Component 1: The study of religious 
beliefs, teachings and practices

What is assessed?
Beliefs, teachings and practices from Christianity and 
Islam.

How is it assessed?
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
(plus marks for SPaG)
50% of GCSE

What type of question?
Each religion has a common structure of two five-part 
questions of 1, 2, 4, 5, 12 marks.

Component 2: Thematic studies

What is assessed?
Four religious, philosophical and ethical studies:
• Theme A – Relationships and families
• Theme B – Religion and life
• Theme D – Religion, peace and conflict
• Theme E – Religion, crime and punishment. 

How is it assessed?
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
(plus SPaG)
50% of GCSE

What type of question?
Each theme has a common structure of one five-part 
question of 1, 2, 4, 5, 12 marks.

The GCSE is split into two exams which will both be taken at the end of 
year 11.

AND
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Islam 
Beliefs  Key Terms
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Key Term Definition

Allah the Arabic name for God.

Angels spiritual beings believed to act as messengers of God.

Akhirah everlasting l ife after death.

Caliph
a person considered to be a political and religious successor to the prophet Muhammad, and the 
leader of the Sunni Muslim community.

Gospel a holy book revealed by God to Jesus.

Hajj
the annual pilgrimage to Makkah (Mecca) that every Muslim should try to make at least once in 
their

hell the state of total separation from God

Iblis a spiritual being created from fire who was thrown out of paradise

Id-ul-Adha a Muslim festival that celebrates the prophet Ibrahim’s willingness to sacrifice his son for God.

Imam
1. a person who leaders communal prayer; 2. (Imam) in Shi’a Islam, the title given to Ali and his 
successors. 

Imamate the divine appointment of the Imams.

Immanent
the idea that God is present in and involved with life on earth and in the universe; a quality of 
God. 

Jibril
the Arabic name for Gabriel, the archangel who brought God’s message to the prophets, 
particularly to Muhammad. 

Ka’aba
the black, cube-shaped building in the center of the Grand Mosque in Makkah (Mecca); the 
holiest place in Islam.

Mika’il the archangel of mercy who rewards good deeds and provides nourishment to people.

Predestination
the idea that God knows or determines everything that will happen in the 
universe.

Prophet a person who proclaims the message of God.

prophethood who God makes someone a prophet to communicate his message to people. 

Psalms a holy book revealed by God to David. 

Quran the holy book revealed to Muhammad by the angel Jibril

resurrection rising from the dead or returning to life

Risalah
the belief that prophets are an important channel of communication between 
God and humans

Tawhid the Oneness and unity of God

Torah the five books revealed by God to Moses. 

Transcendent
the idea that God is beyond and outside life on earth and the universe; a quality 
of God

Scrolls of 
Abraham

a holy book revealed by God to Abraham.

Shia Muslim who believe in the Imamate, the successorship of Ali

Sunnah the teachings and deeds of Muhammad

Sunni
Muslims who believe in the successorship to Muhammad of Abu Bakr, Umar, 
Uthman and Ali
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Model Answers – 2019 Exam
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Additional Lesson- An introduction to Islam
• Know how Islam began.
• Describe some of the key features of Islam.
• Understand not all Muslims believe the same thing.

Task A: Watch the video and fill in the timeline

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PDxKxnVZtgo
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PDxKxnVZtgo
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Task: Key Word Match- Research to help you/ Use the textbook 

1. Islam

2. Muslim

3. Allah

4. PBUH (peace be 
upon him)

5. Ummah

A. A community of Muslims; all belong to a worldwide community; 
equal in the eyes of God. 

B. The Arabic name for God. 

C. The person who submits themselves to the will of Allah. 

D. Sign of respect for a prophet. 

E. Surrender; obedience; submission or peace. 

Key Facts/ Features of Islam
• Muslims believe Islam was gradually revealed to humanity through various prophets over many 

centuries.
• It was first revealed to Adam, the first man. The final and most complete revelation was made to 

Muhammad in the seventh century.
• Islam also means peace as it is thought that if we obey God’s will the person will achieve peace in 

themselves.
• Islam is the second largest religion in the UK.
• 2.6 million people in the UK are Muslims.
• It is the second largest religion in the world.
• Muslims believe in the Ummah, the single worldwide community of Muslims. This means that they 

are all equal in the eyes of Allah.

Green is the colour of 
l ife; in paradise people 
will  wear green robes. Each new month in Islam 

starts with the sighting of the 
moon; It reminds Muslims 

that Allah created everything

The 5 points on the star 
represents the 5 pil lars of 

Islam. (5 main rules/ duties)

The Five Pillars of Islam
• Sunni and Shi’a Muslims have 5 rules to help them maintain the community and their 

faith.
• They are the 5 pillars of Islam.
• They show their devotion to Allah by following these pillars in their daily lives. 
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Denominations of Islam:
• Most religions have different believers that all consider themselves to be part of that religion. (Like 

Christianity; Catholic, Protestant etc) 
• They have similarities and differences between the faith.
• The two main branches in Islam is Shi’a and Sunni.
• Sunni Muslims make up around 80% of the total of the Islamic faith. Sunni is prominent in countries 

such as Egypt, Afghanistan and Morocco.
• Around 20% of Muslims are Shi'a, in countries such as Iran and Iraq. 

Task C: True or False?

1. Muhammad was born before Jesus. 
2. The star in the symbol must have 5 points. 
3. Islam is the third largest religion in the world. 
4. Salat means prayer. 
5. Sunni Muslims make up 20% of the population of Islam. 
6. Ummah is the single worldwide community. 
7. Muhammad had the Qur’an revealed to him in the Kaaba. 
8. Sunni and Shi’a follow a different amount of pillars. 

GCSE 2 Marker Practice Question: 
Name two of the Five Pillars of Islam

1)______________________________________________________________
2) )______________________________________________________________
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Task: Using the quote- List the 7 main beliefs of Muslims.

“I believe in Allah, in his angels, in his books, in his messengers, in the Last 
Day and in the fact that everything good or bad is decided by Allah, the 
Almighty, and in life after death.”

Articles of Faith



The impact these beliefs have on Muslims

What must Muslims do to show they believe in God? What do Muslims believe about everything that 
happens in their life?

“Misfortunes can only happen with God’s 
permission.”

Qur’an 64:11
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Title: Oneness of God and the supremacy of God’s will

LO: To understand Muslim beliefs in the oneness of God and the Supremacy of God’s will  

Why is it unforgivable to compare God?
• Muslims believe that you cannot draw or have any images of Allah ( or the prophets) as you can not 

compare him to anything we (humans) can possibly imagine. 
• This would be committing the sin of Shirk.
• This is why Allah was given 99 names- to explain his character rather than how he looks (which is not 

important)
• God is unique, there is nothing like God.
• That is why Mosques are beautifully decorated with patterns, calligraphy or Qur’anic verses.
• Muslims do not worship the prophets as you should only worship Allah.

Task: Complete the questions in your book and explain the quotes using p9 of the textbook 

[can use kerboodle]

The Supremacy of God’s will

What is God to Muslims? Why would Muslims accept whatever happens to them?

What do Muslims do to show they accept God’s will?

“You who believe, obey God and the messenger.”
Qur’an 4:59

How do these beliefs l ink to free will?

Keywords for today:
• Allah: the Arabic name for God.
• Tawhid: the Oneness and unity of God
• Monotheistic: a religion that believes there is only one God.
• Supremacy: a supreme power or authority; a quality of God. 

Islam in Arabic means ‘surrender’, ‘obedience’ or ‘submission’. It also 
means ‘peace’, as it is through obeying God’s will  that a person will  

achieve peace in themselves. 

What does Islam mean ?



13

A

Q

A

G

C

S

E

R

e

l

i

g

i

o

u

s

E

d

u

c

a

t

i

o

n

One of the most important beliefs in Islam 

is Tawhid: the belief that there is only one 

God. This makes Islam a monotheistic 

religion.

This belief is repeated daily in the 

Shahadah (Islamic declaration of faith):

‘There is no God but Allah and 
Muhammad is his prophet.’

The Oneness of God
A Muslims most important duty is to declare faith in one God. 
They believe that God is an undivided entity, therefore isn’t 
made up of three persons nor has a son. No one else and no 
other object has God’s attributes or qualities and it is one of 

the worst sins to believe otherwise. 

No one can describe God or picture him, because there is 
nothing to compare him to – This is why there are no pictures 

of God in places of worship. 

Task: 
1. Why do you think the statement is 

said daily?
2. In your own words explain what 

Qur’an 112:1-4 teaches Muslims?

“Say, ‘He is God the One, God the eternal. He begot no one 
nor was He begotten. No one is comparable to him.”

Qur’an 112:1-4

You need to 
know this  and 
what it means

Muslims believe that the only sin that God will  not forgive is the Sin of Shirk 
(attributing God-like qualities to any other being or thing). No one can picture 
or describe God because there is nothing with which to compare God.

The supremacy of God’s will

“You who believe, obey 
God and the Messenger.”

Qur’an 4:59

For Sunni Muslims, the supremacy of Gods will is an important 
article of faith.

For Muslims, God is the one and only creator and controller of everything; 
therefore nothing takes place unless God allows it to happen.  Whether it’s 

good or bad, God must have a reason for it.

Muslims trust in God’s will. To show this they often add the words ‘God 
willing’ (InshAllah) in their sentences to show that they believe that God is 

in control, for example, ‘InshAllah you will all pass your exams.’

This leads some Muslims to believe that God controls everything human 
beings do and that humans do not have free will. Others think that God 
does not force people to act in certain ways, but that God has allowed 

people freedom to choose how they behave.

Task: 
1. Why might a Muslim 

add the words ‘God 
will ing’ when talking 
about their future 
plans?

Mind map
How would 

knowing God is in 
control of what 
happens in your 

life make a 
believer feel?
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Quick quiz:

1. Islam in Arabic 
means….

2. Who was the final 
revelation made to?

3. What is Tawhid?
4. What statement is 

included in the 
Shahadah?

5. Why is worshipping 
an idol forbidden in 
Islam?

For Muslims, it is not enough just to believe in one God; they must show that belief in the way they l ive their l ives. 

Muslims must never make anything in their l ives more important that God, including their family, money or jobs. 

Verses in Surah 112 What do the quotes mean?

‘He is God the One’

‘God the eternal’

‘He begot no one nor 
was He begotten’

‘No one is comparable 
to Him’

• For Muslims it is not enough to believe in one God; they must show that belief in 
the way they live their l ives, so ONLY God should be worshipped. Muhammad is 
respected as a prophet but NOT worshipped. Nothing is more important than God, 
not family, money or work. 

• Believing in the supreme power of God’s will  means that Muslims have to try and 
accept  that even the bad things that happen in l ife are ‘meant to be’. God’s plans 
are mysterious and cannot be fully known by humans. 

“Misfortunes can only 
happen with God’s 

permission.”
Qur’an 64:11

The impact of these beliefs on Muslims

Task:
1. How does the belief in Tawhid influence Muslims?
2. Explain how belief in the supremacy of God’s will  might affect a Muslims attitude to life.

Exam question practice

Explain two ways in which the supremacy of God’s will influences how Muslims live their life  [4mark]

Point/ Development 

Point /Development 

The supremacy of God’s will means that God is always in ____________. This 

would affect how a Muslims lives their life because .....

The supremacy of God’s will means that God is always in ____________. 

This would affect how a Muslims lives their life because .....

Key words: control, free will, freedom, plan for life, for a reason

Exam question practice

Explain two Muslim teachings about the supremacy of God’s will   (5 marks) 
Refer to sacred writings or another source of religious belief and teaching in your answer.

Point
Development
Point
Development
Quote/scripture reference 
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Key belief in Sunni and Shi’a Islam
• Know the origins of Sunni and Shi’a Islam.
• Know the key beliefs of Sunni and Shi’a Islam.
• Know the similarities and differences between Sunni and Shi’a Muslims

Task: Key Word Match-

1. Qur’an

2. Sunnah

3. Sunni

4. Shi’a (Shi’l)

A. The teachings and deeds of Muhammad.

B. Muslims who believe in the Imamate, the successorship of Ali. 

C. The Holy book revealed to Muhammad by the Angel Jibril. God’s final 
revelation to mankind.

D. Muslims who believe in the successorship of Muhammad of Abu Bakr, 
Umar, Uthman and Ali.

Sunni Muslims:
• When Muhammad died, the majority of Muslims thought that only the Qur’an and the Sunnah 

(Muhammad’s teachings and actions) had the authority to guide the beliefs and behaviour of Muslims. 
• They elected Abu Bakr to be their leader and to act on behalf of God and Muhammad. 
• They became known as Sunni’s because they followed the Sunnah.
Shi’a Islam:
• This group of Muslims believe that when Muhammed died, he named his cousin Ali, as his successor. 
• Ali was one of the earliest converts to Islam and was also married to Muhammad’s daughter, Fatima. 
• Shi’a Muslims believe that the true leader of Islam had to be a descendent of Muhammad and chosen by 

God. 
• These were known as the Imams. When one died, they would elect the next to succeed them. 
Why did they split?
• These two groups split because they both believed someone different succeed Muhammad.
• Although they have similar beliefs such as belief in Allah, the prophets and guidance of the Qur’an. 
• They differ with interpretations of certain aspects of belief and law, and in the emphasis, they put on 

expressing key beliefs.  

Key people in Islam:
• Abu Bakr- Muhammad’s father in law and best friend (Sunni)
• Umar- Advisor to Muhammad (Sunni)
• Ali- Muhammad’s cousin and Son in law (Both Sunni and Shi’a)
• Uthman- Friend (Sunni)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kt3yFGiElrs

Task B: Watch the video and bullet point the similarities and differences between Sunni and 

Shi’a Muslims

Similarities Differences

When Muhammad died, the majority of Muslims thought that 
only the Qur’an (the Muslim holy book) and the Sunnah 

(Muhammad's teaching and actions) had the authority to guide 
the beliefs and behaviour of Muslims.

The Caliphs did not make the laws; they enforced 
them once the community had considered the 

views of scholars who studied the Qur’an and the 
Sunnah. This group of Muslims came to be called 

‘Sunni’, meaning followers of the Sunnah.

Sunni Islam Shia Islam

Another group of Muslims believed that Muhammad 
had named his cousin Ali as his successor. Ali  was 

married to Muhammad’s daughter, Fatima. Ali  and his 
supporters thought that the true leader (called the 
Imam) had to be a descendent of Muhammad and 
chosen by God. Each Imam would identify the next 
one before he died. Ali’s claims to be leader were 

ignored by many Muslims. 

Over time a split developed between the followers of 
Ali’s party, known as the Shi’a, and the Sunni Muslims. 

Today, the Shi’a have their own interpretation of 
Islamic laws and only accept sayings of Muhammad 

that have been passed down through Ali or his 
followers. 

Millions of Shi’a Muslims 
visit the burial place of 
Imam Ali, whom they 

believe was Muhammad’s 
true successor. 

Task:
1. Explain the difference between Sunni and Shi’a Muslims 

2. Do you agree or disagree that Imam Ali  should have been the true successor after Prophet Muhammad? If so why?

Challenge: Give two beliefs that Sunni and Shi’a Islam share – use the next page to help you 

Task:
Draw two spider 
diagrams in your 
book  and write 

notes next to each 
root/article using 

the knowledge 
gained in todays 

lesson. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kt3yFGiElrs
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The six articles of faith in Sunni Islam

1. There is only one God. ‘Allah combines the two Arabic words ‘al’ (the) and ‘ilah’ (God). 
2. Angels communicate the message of God to humans.
3. The Qur’an (meaning recitation) is the most important writing and the highest 

authority in Islam.
4. Muhammad, whose name means ‘highly praised’ is the most important prophet of 

God.
5. The Day of Judgement is when all humanity will be judged by God and sent to paradise 

or hell.
6. The supremacy of God’s will means that God already knows but also makes happen 

everything that occurs in the world and in human lives. 

The five roots of ‘Usul al-Din in Shi’a Islam

1. Tawhid means that God is one; God is not made up of different persons.
2. Prophethood means accepting that Muhammad is God’s last prophet, and that Gods 

revelations through him are true.
3. God is just and wise, cannot do wrong, and holds humans accountable for their actions.
4. The Imamate means accepting that the twelve Imams are the leaders of Islam and 

guard the truth of the religion without error.
5. The Resurrection on The Day of Judgement, where everyone is brought back to life and 

questioned on their good and bad deeds. 

Exam question practice – link to last lesson 

Explain two Muslim teachings about Tawhid (5 marks)

Point/ Development 

Point /Development

Quote/scripture  

‘“There are more similarities than differences between Sunni and Shia Islam..’ [12 marks]

Task: Write down 3 arguments for each side 

Exam question practice – planning 

Agree – more similarities Disagree – more differences 

Now test yourself:

1. Can you give two reasons why lists of beliefs like the 
Roots and articles of faith are important to believers? 

2. How many articles of faith are there?
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Title: Risalah
LO: To understand Muslim beliefs Risalah

Now test yourself:
1. What is Risalah?
2. Why is Risalah important to Muslims?

Exam question [4mark]
Explain two Islamic beliefs about Risalah
Read the answer below. Work how to improve it and then rewrite it in your book to a full mark standard

Answer to improve: Two beliefs are that it means guidance from God, and that God has spoken to humans 
[not directly] to tell them how they should behave 
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Title: The Nature of God
LO: To understand Muslim beliefs about the nature of God 

Task A: Key Word Match

1. Immanent
2. Transcendent
3. Omnipotent
4. Beneficent
5. Merciful
6. Fairness
7. Justice (Adalat) 

A. The idea that God treats people fairly and impartially without favour and 
discrimination.

B. The idea that God is present in and involved with l ife on earth and in the 
universe; a quality of God.

C. Benevolent; all-loving, all good.
D. The quality of God that shows compassion or forgiveness to humans even though 

he has the power to punish them.
E. The idea that God is just and fair and judges human actions, rewarding the good 

and punishing the bad.
F. The idea that God is beyond and outside l ife on earth and the universe.
G. Almighty; all  powerful. 

• Muslims believe Allah is so great that he cannot be described
• The Qur’an helps Muslims to understand what Allah is l ike because it uses many different names to tell  us about 

the character of Allah.
• These are the 99 names of Allah in the Qur’an, and they all  say something about what Muslims believe Allah is 

l ike.
• Many Muslims memorise the names of God and recite them whilst they pray privately . Each name helps them 

feel God’s presence . Some names show God’s power, might and authority; others show God’s love and care for 
humans.

Here are three names of 
Allah:
• Ar- Rahman- The all-

compassionate
• Ar-Rahim- The all-

merciful
• Ar-Razzaq- The 

sustainer

Surah 112 Actual meaning

“Say: He, Allah, is One," Tawhid.
There is no God but Allah

“Allah, the Eternal,“ Allah is forever. Allah has no 
beginning and no end

“He begets not, nor is He 
begotten,“

Allah was not born (has no parents),"

. “And there is none coequal 
or comparable to Him.”

Allah is one. Nothing can be compared 
to him (Shirk is wrong)

God is the greatest:
Muslims hear and say the words “Allahu Akbar” every day it means “God is the greatest”. Muslims 
believe that God is so great he is beyond human understanding, and greater than anything humans can 
imagine. Yet Muslims have firm beliefs about what God is like. 

Names of God:
Muslims beliefs God has reveled himself to people through Muhammad and the holy books.

There are 99 names of God in the Qur'an and Hadith (Muhammad's sayings), which can help Muslims to 
understand something of God’s nature. Each name describes a quality that God has revealed about 
himself. Many Muslims memories the names of God and recite them when they are praying privately. 
Each name helps them to feel Gods presence. Some names show God’s power, might and authority ; 
others show God’s love and care for all humans.
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GCSE 5 Marker 
Explain two Muslim beliefs about the nature of God

Refer to a religious source/ quote in your answer

Belief Explain how God is… Evidence

Tawhid Surah 112 ‘He, Allah, is One’

Immanent “He is  with you wherever you are

Transcendent ‘The most supreme’

Omnipotent ‘He created the heavens and the earth

Benevolent ‘Al lah created the heavens and the earth

Merci ful If you repent and do righteous deeds, then surely he is 
forgiving

Quick recap:
• How do we know Allah is omnipotent (all  powerful)
We know Allah is omnipotent because……
• How does Allah show his beneficence (that he is all  loving)
Allah shows he is all  loving because….
• Why might some people doubt Allah’s mercy?
Some people may doubt that Allah is merciful and all loving because………

Qualities of God:

Muslims believe that God is immanent, within all things and close to his people. But God is also 
transcendent, beyond all things.   Our limited human thinking makes us wonder. How can God be both? For 
Muslims, God can be both because God is creator of the universe, therefore outside and not limited by the 
physical world, yet he is also within things and compassionate towards people. 

Muslims also believe God is omnipotent, as God is the creator and sustainer and owner of all things. He is 
also all-knowing, aware of everything including human actions and thoughts.  

Task: How does this 
evidence illustrate Allah’s 
omnipotence? 

God is also beneficent, the source of all goodness. His generosity is seen in his gift to humans of life on 
earth.

God's beneficence is linked to his mercy and compassion. In their daily prayers, Muslims begin by saying “In 
the name of God, the Lord of Mercy, the Giver of Mercy” This phrase is called the ‘Bismillah’ and Muslims 
say it to dedicate everything they do to God . They believe that God is merciful; he understands their 
suffering, cares for them and forgives them if they are truly sorry for any wrong they have done.

God acts with fairness and justice. He treats people equally and justly and requires that they do the same to 
their fellow human beings. God will judge people in fairness on the Day of Judgment.

One of the 5 roots we looked at least lesson is the justice of God (Adalat). Since God is perfect, he is just 
and therefore never acts unjustly to his creations. Also God, is not happy when people do wrong and will 
hold them to account. Humans have full responsibility for their own actions and God will judge them 
accordingly. 
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Task : Complete the questions below in your book

The Nature of God

Why do Muslims say ‘Allahu Akbar’? What does it 
mean?

What do Muslims believe about how God has 
revealed himself? And why does he have these?

What do Muslims do with these 99 names?

“The Most excellent names belong to God: use them 
to call on Him.” 

Qur’an 7:180

Where is God to Muslims? Why is it difficult for 
humans to understand?

“He is with you wherever you are.” 
Qur’an 57:4

Quote work:

Explain what the quotes below show about the qualities of God for Muslims:

OPTIONAL GCSE 4 Marker 
Explain two qualities of Allah and how they might influence a Muslim’s daily life.

Challenge: How might the belief of Shi’a Islam in the justice of God (Adalat) affect people’s attitudes 
towards suffering in life?

This is God, your Lord, there is 
no God but Him, the Creator of 
all  things, so worship Him; He is 

in charge of everything. No 
vision can take Him in, but He 

takes in all  vision. He is all  
Subtle, the All  Aware.” 

Qur’an 6:102-103

“He is with you wherever you are” 
Qur’an 57:4

This quote shows….

This quote shows….
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Task:
1. Read the example above
2. How many would you give it out of 12? Why?
3. Re-write this 12 marker using the feedback we have discussed as class – try and increase the 

marks 



• Watch over humans
• Bring peace to believers
• Record our thoughts and actions ahead of Judgement Day
• Deliver the messages of Allah to humans
• Oversee entry to heaven and hell
• Anything Allah tells them to
• For Muslims, angels are involved in the l ives of human beings from soon after conception 

until  the moment of death. Some are guardian angels who will  take care of each person 
throughout their l ives. 

• Others are responsible for recording in a ‘book of deeds’ everything each person thinks, says 
or does. This book will  be presented as evidence before God on the Day of Judgement. 

• Unseen beings who do have free choice are called jinn (spirits). The most famous jinn is Iblis, 
who is also known as Shaytan (Satan). He was not a fallen angel.

• Some are guardian angels that take care of people throughout their l ives.
• Angels question Muslims in the grave before they are resurrected to ask if they believe and 

are faithful to God.
• According to tradition, the angel Israfil will blow a trumpet to announce the Day of 

Judgement. The angel of death and his helpers take people’s souls to God. Angels will  also 
escort people into paradise and guard the gates of hell. 

• Muslims believe that God has given the angels the power to take on human form when 
appearing to people to whom he wishes to give a message.  For example angels appeared to 
Ibrahim (Abraham) and to Maryam (Mary) as men. 

Task A: Key Word Match
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Title: Angels
LO: To understand Muslim beliefs about angels 

• Muslims believe Angels bring the word of God to the prophets or messengers of God.
• For Sunni Muslims the belief in angels is one of the six articles of faith
• They believe angels are able to receive God’s words directly from him and pass them on to the prophets of 

God. They can do this because they are pure and sinless. 
• Angels have no free will  so they cannot do anything to displease God. They ceaselessly praise and worship God. 
• Beings of l ight – who serve and praise God
• Created by Allah to do specific jobs for Him
• Unquestioning and totally devoted to Allah
• Work unseen in the world

Have no free will – ‘We don’t descend except for the command of our Lord’ so they only follow God and are 
sinless (Surah 19)

What is the purpose of Angels?

“Each 
person has 

angels 
before him 
and behind, 

watching 
over him by 

God’s 
command.” 

Qur’an 
13:11

1. Angels

2. Day of Judgement 

3. Jibril

4. Mika’il

5. Malaikah

A. The Arabic name for Michael, the archangel of mercy who rewards 
good deeds and provide nourishment to people.

B. Spiritual beings believed to act as messengers of God.

C. A time when the world will  end and every soul will  be judged by God, 
and either rewarded or punished.

D. The Arabic name for Gabriel, the archangel who brought God’s 
message to the prophets, particularly to Muhammad.

E. The belief in angels

What are Angels? 

Task: Explain what the quote teaches Muslims about angels

“Praise be to God, creator of the heavens and 
earth who made angels messengers with two, 
three, four [pairs of] wings.” 

Qur’an 35:1
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Summary:

Jibril

• Jibril (Gabriel) is the most familiar angel to Christians and Jews as well  as to Muslims.
• He is an archangel (a special angel with higher status than others) who is a trusted messengers of God. Jibril  

was the angel who relayed the Qur’an to Muhammad from God. 
• Muslims believe that Jibril  first appeared to Muhammad when the prophet was a child. In one story, Jibril, 

together with Mika’il  came to Muhammad during the night and purified his heart so that later in his l ife 
Muhammad would be able to receive God’s revelation. 

• When Muhammad was 40 years old, Jibril  returned to him in a blaze of l ight when he was meditating at Mount 
Hira. Jibril  told him what God wanted him to do and inspired him with the revelations of the Qur’an. 

• God continued to guide Muhammad throughout his entire l ife, often communicating through Jibril.

• Mika’il  (Michael) is another high-ranking archangel who is also known to Christians and Jews. Muslims believe 
that Mika’il  is an angel of mercy. 

• God has assigned Mika’il to reward the righteous people for the good they do during their l ives on earth. God 
has also given Mika’il responsibility for sending rain, thunder and lightening to earth. 

• The Qur’an mentions Mika’il  when it warns that anyone who is an enemy of God’s angels, Jibril  and Mika’il, is 
also an enemy of God (Qur’an 2:98). 

• Muslims believe that Jibril  and Mika’il have brought nourishment to human beings: Jibril  brought the spiritual 
nourishment of God’s words in the Qur’an, and Mika’il  brings nourishment for the earth and human life 
through the rain. 

Mik’al

Exam question practice

Explain two roles of angels. (4 marks)

Point/ Development 

Point /Development 

Task:
1. What do Muslims believe is the purpose of 

angels? [6 l ines]

2. Give two different roles of angels in Islam 
[2marks] 

Jibril Mika’il

Task : Jibril and Mika’il – complete the grid below in your books
1) What they do/ have done- include stories.
2) Why they are important 
3) Add any quotes to your notes and explain the meaning of them.
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Task: Explain what the quotes teach Muslims about angels

“Each person has angels before him 
and behind, watching over him by 
God’s command”.

Qur’an 13:11

“The record of their deed will be laid open and you will see 
the guilty, dismayed at what they contain, saying ‘Woe is 
us! What a record this is! It does not leave any deed, small 
or large unaccounted for! They will find everything they 
ever did laid in front of them: Your Lords will not be unjust 
to anyone.” 

Qur’an 18:49

Homework option

GCSE 5 Marker 
Explain two beliefs about the roles of Angels

Refer to a religious source/ quote in your answer

____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

GCSE 2 Marker Practice Question: 
Give two reasons why Angels Jibril  is important 

to Muslims
1)____________________________________
_____________________________

2) 
______________________________________
__________________________

GCSE 4 Marker 
Explain two ways the belief in angels influences Muslims today

____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
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Title: Predestination 

LO: To know what predestination is  and to investigate why Muslims believe in this.

What if I told you I had a 
book that contained 

within it the details of 
everything that will  

happen today?

Would you want to 
know what was in it?

What difference would 
knowing make?

Predestination in Islam

• There are different ideas about predestination in Islam. Some Sunni Muslims believe that God has already 
determined everything that will  happen in the universe. He has written down everything that will  happen in a 
‘book of decrees’. 

• God creates all  things, including the actions of his creatures, so they must act according to his will.

• This is l inked to the Sunni belief in the supremacy of God’s will . Some Sunni Muslims believe that because 
God’s will  is so powerful, he can determine everything that is going to happen. 

• This views places greater emphasis on human freedom, but it does not mean that people have no choice 
about how they behave.  

“Only what God has decreed will happen to 
us. He is our Master: let the believers put 

their trust in God.”
Qur’an 9:51

Predestination this is the belief that…

1. God has record the destiny of every creation 1000 years before He created the heavens and earth.
2. Whatever happened, happens or will  happen to a person is due to the will  of God.
3. Our birth is recorded by God.
4. Our death is recorded by God.
5. God has recorded the amount of food (everything) we will  have in this world.
6. God has recorded our good and bad in this world.
7. We do not question or argue our destiny.
8. Beliefs in destiny helps us to thank God in times of happiness and patience in times of difficulty.
9. A person cannot be a Muslim if he does not believe in destiny. 

Task:
1. Which of these beliefs do you think Muslims might find difficult at times? Why? Would you find them difficult?

Task A: Key Word Match

1. Al-Qadar

2. Predestination

3. Free Will

A. Free to choose whether to act in a good or bad way

B. A belief in predestination

C. The belief that everything that will happen had already been decided 
by God and the date cannot be changed. 
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Sunni

Some Sunni Muslims believe that God has created 
everything, including the actions of his creatures, 
so they must act according to his will .

Others believe that God CAN determine 
everything that is going to happen in the 
universe, but this doesn’t mean he does.

Shi’a

Many Shi’a Muslims believe that God knows 
everything that is going to happen, but this does 
not mean that he decides what is going to happen. 
This means that people stil l  have free will  and can 
make their own choices.

Task:
Read through the different views and summarise the differences between Sunni and Shi’a on the issue of 
predestination [one paragraph].

One difference between Sunni and Shi’a Muslims is…..

Task: Explain what the quote teaches Muslims 

about predestination

“ Only what God has decreed will  
happen to us. He is our Master; let 
the believers put their trust in God.”

Qur’an 9:51

What does this l ink to?
• This is l inked to the Sunni belief in the Supremacy of God’s will . Meaning that God’s will  is so powerful that 

he can determine everything that is going to happen.
• This means that Muslim’s put greater emphasis on God’s omniscience and less emphasis on human 

freedom, but it does not mean that people have no choice on how they should behave.

Task: Explain what the quote teaches Muslims 

about predestination

“Say: ‘Nothing will  happen to us except what 
Allah has decreed for us: He is our protector’: and 
on Allah let the believers put their trust.” 

Surah 9:51

Summary:
Sunni Muslims: God has already determined everything that will happen in the universe

Shi’a  Muslims: They believe God knows everything that is going to happen, this doesn’t mean that he decides 
what will  happen

Partner work
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So do things happen because we want them too? (Free Will) or is it because that is what God wants?
Imagine you travelled 100 years into the future and watched people- the way they lived, talked and acted- and 
wrote down notes and observations in a journal.
Then you travelled back to today and told everybody how people will  l ive in the future, does it mean people then 
have no free choice?

No! 
Those people are stil l  deciding for themselves what they want to do- you just happen to see in advance what they 

are going to decide.
For example,
• I know that if I offered my little boy a bowl of peas or a bowl of Ice cream, he will  pick the ice cream. 
• He has been given the choice- but I’m just clever enough to know what he is going to choose.
• Like God does with our actions.

Human Freedom/ Free Will
• People have free will  which means they can choose what they want to do.
• Shi’a Muslims believe that God knows everything that is going to happen but allows us to be tested through 

Free Will.
• God is the creator of time is not bound by it. Therefore for God there is no past, present or future- for him 

everything has already happened.
• Human events happen in time due to cause and effect or human free will, but God is outside of this time. 
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OPTIONAL Task:
1. ‘Predestination means that humans have no freedom’ Write your own response to this question, make sure 

you reference more than one point of view (e.g why would some people think it and why would some 
people disagree)

2. Explain why Muslims believe it is important to take responsibility for their actions
3. Explain the Muslim idea of predestination 

Exam question practice

Explain two ways in which the belief in predestination may influence a Muslim today.(4 marks)

The link to the Day of Judgement:
• Muslims believe that on the day of judgement, God will judge humans according to everything they 

have done throughout their lives.
• God has given humans free will in order for them to take responsibility for their actions. This means 

they will be rewarded or punished based on the choices they have made.
• The main purpose is that God knows everything by allows us to choose what we want to do.

Task: Explain how the 

quote links to 

predestination and the 

Day of Judgement

“Those who believe, do good deed, keep up the 
prayer, and pay the prescribed alms, you will 
then have reward with the Lord.”

Qur’an 2:277

Human Freedom • Many Shi’a Muslims believe that God knows everything that is going to happen, 
but this does not mean that he decides what is going to happen. This means 
that people stil l have free will, so they can make their own decisions. 

• Another way to think about it is this: God is creator of time so is not bound by it. 
For God there is no past, present or future- for him it is as if everything has 
already happened. Human events happen in time due to cause and effect or 
human free will, but God is outside of time. Therefore many Muslims do not see 
any conflict between the supremacy of God’s will, and human freedom to act 
freely and make choices. 

“God does not change the 
condition of a people [for 

the worse] unless they 
change what is in 

themselves.” 
Qur’an 9:51
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Title: Life after Death

LO: To understand Muslim beliefs about life after death (A01) and to understand the importance 
of human responsibility and accountability for Muslims (A02)

Life after death

Many Muslims believe that after death the person 
stil l  has a conscious existence in the grave. This is 

where they will  enter a state of waiting called 
‘barzakh’. This term means ‘a barrier’. No one can 

cross this barrier to amend the things they have 
done wrong or warn the living.

They are waiting for the Day of Judgement. 

Muslims believe that when they lie in the 
grave, God sends two angels to question them 

about their faith. 

If people answer correctly they will  see the 
rewards come, but if they deny God, they will  
see the punishments they will  have to endure. 

The day of judgement and resurrection

Muslims believe that one day God will  come when his 
purpose for the universe has been fulfi l led. 

On this day the angel Israfi l will blow a trumpet to announce 
that the world will  be destroyed. 

The present world will  be totally transformed into a new 
world (Akhirah) and then the angel Israfil will blow the 

trumpet again.  Everyone who has ever l ived will  be raised 
from the dead (resurrection) and judged by God. 

People will  be given new bodies and the book of their 
l ife will  be handed to them to read out. Just as 

human DNA is a sort of ‘book’ that dictates how the 
body develops, the book of deeds dictates how one 

l ives in the afterlife. 

If people are 
given it in their 
left hand, they 
will go to hell 

If people are 
given it in their 

right hand, 
they will  go to 

heaven

Task : Key Word Match

1. Akhirah

2. Resurrection

3. Heaven/ Jannah

4. Hell/ Jahannah

A. Rising from the dead or returning to life.

B. A state of total separation from God/ Allah.

C. Everlasting life after death.

D. The state of eternal happiness in the presence of God; also called 
paradise.

Task:  What is your prior knowledge? Complete the word gap to show what Muslims believe about life 

after death

Muslims do not believe that death is the end but the beginning of a new stage of life called  _______.
Many Muslims believe that after death the person still has a conscious _________ in the _______. Here 
they will enter a state of ________ called Barzakh, which means barrier; no one can cross the barrier to 

amend things they have done ________ or warn the living. They are waiting for the 
_________________.

Muslims believe they lie in the ______. God will then send two ______ to question them about their 
faith. If people answer _______ they will see the rewards to come, but if they _______ God, they will 
see the _________ start right away. Others think that people sleep in their graves until the end of the 

________, when the day of judgement will come.

Day of Judgement  ,  existence,    punishments,    world,      Akhirah,      grave,      wrong,       grave,      
correctly,      waiting,       deny,       angels. 

Task: Using the above information and your booklets; create a 
diagram/ flow chart about Muslim beliefs about l ife after death 
(what happens when they die)
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Heaven

Heaven is described in the Qur’an as gardens of 
happiness (Qur’an 22:23). 

It is the reward for faith and good deeds. 

“On couches of well-woven cloth they will  sit 
facing each other; everlasting youths will  go 

round among them with glasses, flagons, and 
cups of a pure drink that causes no headache of 

intoxication; [there will  be] any fruit they 
choose; the meat of any bird they like; and 

beautiful-eyed maidens l ike hidden pearls: a 
reward for what they used to do.”

Qur’an 56:15-24

Hell

The Qur’an describes hell  as a place of fire and great 
torment. It is the punishment for those who reject God 

and do evil.

“They will  dwell 
amid scorching 

wind and 
scalding water 
in the shadow 

of black smoke, 
neither cool nor 

refreshing.”
Qur’an 56:42-44

“Garments of fire will  be tailored 
for those who disbelieve; scalding 

water will  be poured over their 
heads, melting their insides as well 

as their skins; there will  be iron 
crooks to restrain them; whenever, 
in their anguish, their try to escape, 

they will  be pushed back in and 
told, ‘Taste the suffering of the 

fire’.”
Qur’an 22:19-22

Heaven Hell

The Day of Judgement Resurrection

Task: Use p18-19 /kerboodle add key information on what Muslims believe about the following states

Task: Explain what the quote is describing and how it is being described. 

“Garments of fire will be tailored for those who disbelieve; 
scalding waters will be poured over their heads, melting 
their insides as well as their skins; there will be iron crooks 
to restrain them; whenever, in their anguish they try to 
escape, they will be pushed back in and told, ‘taste the 
suffering of the fire.”

Qur’an 22:19-22

“They will dwell amid scorching wind and scalding water in 
the shadow of black smoke, neither cool nor refreshing.” 

Qur’an 56: 42-44
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Belief in l ife after death is one of the six articles of faith for Sunni Muslims and one of the five roots of ‘Usul ad -Din’ 

in Shi’a Islam. It is an important belief because it encourages human responsibility and accountability: the idea that 

people must be responsible for their own actions as they will  be held accountable for them by God. 

The importance of belief in l ife after death
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Do all Muslims accept these ideas of heaven and hell?

Muslims accept God’s word in the Qur’an but have different interpretations of these verses. 

Some believe that 
they are exactly 

what heaven and 
hell  are l ike

Others think they are just hints or 
suggestions because heaven and hell 

are beyond human understanding

Others think they are symbolic of the spiritual 
l ife a person will  l ive after their death, either in 

the presence or absence of God.

Task:

1. Explain the importance of belief in life after death
2. Do all Muslims accept these ideas of heaven and hell? Why?
3. What do Muslims believe about the day of judgement and resurrection?

Explain two ways a belief in life after death influences Muslim? [4mark] 

[HINT: what does it make them do differently in their lives]

Those who fear punishment in hell are
motivated to avoid doing evil – for
example they will not drink alcohol.
Similarly, those who are wronged
have confidence in God’s judgement
that will see evil punished

Those who look forward to
the rewards of the afterlife
are motivated to do good and
to obey the Islamic law – they
will carry out the 5 pillars for
example

Some Muslims welcome
death because they are
expecting a favourable
punishment and reward.

Task: using the ideas below to help you and the previous task answer the question above you need to include:
❑ 2 points fully explained
❑ Around ¾ lines per point
❑ Make sure you explain how it influences a Muslims life 

There are some ideas below to help you, you cannot copy these ideas they are to HELP YOU THINK OF OTHERS 

Task:
Mind map

Explain how belief 
about l ife after 
death affect the 
l ife of a Muslim.
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Extra:



Task: GCSE 12 Marker Plan

“If there is no life after death, there is no point in living a good life.”
Evaluate this statement

Agree- There is no point living a good life Disagree- There is a point in living a good life
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Exam question practice

Explain two Muslim teachings about life after death. (5 marks)
Refer to sacred writings or another source of religious belief and teaching in your answer.

Point
Development
Point
Development
Quote/scripture reference 

Homework
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Title: Prophethood and Adam 
LO: To understand the concept of Prophethood and the importance of Adam as a prophet. (A02)

Muslims believe that God has chosen many prophets to bring the message of Islam to people. This belief in the 
prophets and their importance is know as Risalah. Prophethood is a gift, given by God to help mankind understand 

his message. 

• Prophets are important as they provide a method of communication 
between God and people. 

• In order for Muslims to know how to live in the way that God wants, it 
was necessary for instructions to be given to people through the 
prophets. When humans forgot, misunderstood or changed God’s 
message, he sent prophets to get people on the right path. 

It is believed that there have been around 124,000 prophets, but only 25 are named in the Qur’an. 

Muslims believe that prophets are role models as they lived according to God’s will. 

Some of the most 
important prophets in Islam 
include Adam, Ibrahim, Isa 

and Muhammad. 

1. Prophet

2. Risalah

3. Prophethood

4. Iblis

A. A spiritual being created from fire, who was thrown out of paradise for 
refusing to bow to Adam.

B. The belief that prophets are an important channel of communication between 
God and humans.

C. A person who proclaims the message of God.

D. When God makes someone a prophet to communicate his message to people

Task: Key Word Match

What is Prophethood?

Prophets:
• Muslims believe that God has chosen many prophets to bring the meeting of Islam to people.
• The belief in the prophets and their importance is called Risalah.
• Prophets are important role models for Muslims as they were good people who live according to God’s will.
• Prophethood is when someone is made a prophet, it is a gift given from God to help humankind understand 

his message.
• Prophets help provide communication between humankind and God.
• Prophets teach people how God wants them to live.
• God sends prophets when humans have forgot, misunderstood or changed God’s message. He sends prophets 

to put people back onto the right path.
• Many Muslims believe that there have been over 124,000 prophets in Islam. However 25 are names in the 

Qur’an.
• The most importance prophets are called messengers or apostles. They have been sent by God to every nation 

on earth.

Task: What does the quote teach Muslims about prophethood“Every community is send a 
messenger and when their 

messenger comes, they will  be 
judged justly; they will  not be 

wronged.”
Qur’an 10:47
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Adam

Important 
task to 
complete 

Task: Complete the 

questions showing 

your knowledge 

and understanding 

1. What did 
Adam do for 
the Angels?

2. What was 
the one rule 
Allah gave 
to Adam?

3. What did 
Iblis do 
which made 
him get 
thrown out 
of heaven?

Why is Prophet Adam important?
• God gave him understand and Adam passed it on to the rest of the human race.
• He was the first to learn how to plant seeds.
• He was the first to harvest crops.
• He was the first to cook food.
• God taught him the food laws and what humans were allowed to eat.
• He was the first to repent for wrongdoings.
• He was taught how to burry the dead.
• Adam and Eve (Hawwa) had many children including Cain and Abel.
• Father of the human race. 

Exam question practice

Explain two Muslim beliefs about Prophet Adam [5mark]

Point
Development
Point
Development

One belief about Prophet Adam is… Muslims believe this because…….
A second belief about Prophet Adam is… Muslims believe this because…...
This is supported by scripture which says…..
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Summary of what the Qur’an teaches about beginnings of Adam

Adam key points
Why is it important in Islam?

Task: in your book complete the boxes below 

Exam question practice

Explain two reasons why prophets are significant to Muslims. (4 marks)

Point
Development
Point
Development

Prophethood Why is it important in Islam?
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Title: Ibrahim 
LO: To understand the importance of the prophet Ibrahim

Task Key Word Match

1. Ka’aba

2. Id-ul-Adha

3. Hajj

A. The annual pilgrimage to Mecca/ Makkah, that every Muslim should try to make 
at least once in their l ifetime.

B. The black-cube shaped building in the middle of the Grand Mosque in Mecca. The 
Holiest places in Islam.

C. A Muslim festival that celebrates Prophet Ibrahim and his willingness to sacrifice 
his son to God.

Task: Watch the video and make notes on the story of prophet Ibrahim

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F-ZgxRR4VZ4

Why is Ibrahim important?
Ibrahim is the Arabic name of the prophet Abraham. Muslims believe that he fulfilled all the tests and
commands given to him by God, and so was promoised to be the father of all nations. They believe that prophet
Muhammad was descended from Ibrahim through his first son, Ishmael.

The Qur’an presents Ibrahim as a role model because of his obedience to God, his kindness and compassion and
his refusal to worship idols. He is an important religious figure in Islam, Christianity and Judaism; for this reason
these three faiths are called ‘Abrahamic religions’

Idol worship:
As a young man, Ibrahim was determined to discover who created the universe. He wanted his people to know
who had made the stars, moon and sun, which many peopled worshipped in those days. He declared his belief in
One God(Allah) and was determined to stop idol worship.

One day when there was a big feast by the riverbank he saw his opportunity. As everyone left the town, he took
an axe and destroyed all the idols in the temple except for the largest one. He let the axe tied round the neck of
this statue. When the people returned they wer e angry and demanded to know hat had happened. Ibrahim
replied that the biggest statue and destroyed all the rest of the and that they could as the statue if this as so.
When the people objected that their idols could not speak, Ibrahim rebuked them asking why they worshipped
statues that cannot speak, hear , see or defend themselves.

The people were furious and demanded that Ibrahim be burned alive. An enor mous fire was prepared on the
orders of the king and Ibrahim was thrown into it . A miracle occurred and the fire only turned his chains and he
walk out completed unscathed, much to the amazement of the people. As a result many began to follow God.

The Ka’aba, Ismael and Hajj pilgrimage
The Ka’aba is a small building in the centre of the Masjid al-Haram mosque in Makkah (Mecca). It is considered
to be the house of God and the holiest place in Islam. Muslims believe that the original Ka’aba was built by Adam
but it was destroyed by the flood at the time of Noah. With his son Ishmael, Ibrahim rebuilt it on the same site.
Many Muslims believe that Ibrahim had a dream in which od asked him to sacrifice is son to him. God did not
take the boy although Ibrahim was willing to sacrifice him, showing his willingness to be obediece and that he
was a man of faith. During the festival of Id-ul-Adha each year, Muslims slaughter an animal to remember the
will ingness to sacrifice his son.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F-ZgxRR4VZ4
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Ibrahim is also remembered when Muslims go on Hajj pilgrimage. For some Muslims this pilgrimage is a way to 
return to the perfection of Ibrahim’s faith. At Mina, Muslims often throw stones at the pillars in the same way 
that Ibrahim threw stones at the devil  that tempted him to disobey God. When pilgrims run between the two 
hills and drink the water of Zamzam, they remember the story of Ibrahim’s wife Hagar. She searched desperately 
for water for her young son Ishmael and God rewarded her search with the gift of the well. Makkah is sometimes 
referred to the ‘city of Ibrahim’

Ibrahim is important in Islam because he was a man of faith who denounced the worship of idols, rebuild the 
Ka’aba and gave the message that there is only God. In Arabia  at hat time people worshiped many gods and 
statues.

Ibrahim and Idol Worship

What did Ibrahim want to know 
and do?

• -

• -

• -

What was he determined to stop?

• -

What did he do (his opportunity)? 

• -

• -

• -

• -

• -

What did they want to happen to 
Ibrahim?

• -

• -

What was the miracle that 
occurred?

• -

What was the result of this 
miracle?

• -

Why is Ibrahim important?
• Ibrahim is the Arabic name for Abraham. 
• Muslims believe that Ibrahim’s passed all the texts and commands given by God and so was named the 

father of all  nations.
• Muslim’s believe that Prophet Muhammad was a descendent from Ibrahim’s son, Ishmael.
• The Qur’an presents Ibrahim as a role model because of his obedience to God, his kindness and 

compassion and his refusal to worship idols.
• He is an important religious male figure in Islam, Christianity and Judaism. This is why they are known as 

Abrahamic faiths.
• He was a man of faith who denounced the worship of idols, rebuilt the Ka’aba and spread the message 

that there is only one God.
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Example of how Ibrahim was a good 
role model

What did he do? Why is this important?

He refused to worship idols 

He built the Ka’aba

He was will ing to sacrifice his son for 
God

Task: Draw and complete the grid below using the information from today’s lesson

Task: 
1. Explain the importance of Ibrahim to Muslims.  
2. Describe what Ibrahim did to stop idol worship

‘Ibrahim is the perfect role model.’. Evaluate this statement. (12marks)
Argue two differing, specific, Islamic views and conclude with your own opinion. 

You must include a relevant teaching in your answer

Exam question practice

Agree Disagree 

Task: Write down 3 arguments for each side and then complete the 12 mark question as homework.

Extra challenge/ homework
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Title: Muhammad and Imamate [double lesson]
LO: To understand why Muhammad is important and to learn about the Imamate

Muhammad

Who was 
Muhammad?

Task: Complete the questions on Prophet Muhammad using p24-25 in the textbook/kerboodle on screen (Detail!)

Prophet Muhammad’s l ife and his preaching

Explain what Muhammad’s early 
l ife was l ike.

How did Muhammad show that he 
was religious?

What happened in 610 that 
showed that Muhammad was 
important?

What happened after 
Muhammad’s revelation? What did 
he then spend his l ife doing?

What did he ask the people of 
Mecca to do?

What happened to him because of 
this?

What does it mark the beginning of 
for Muslims?

What do Muslims believe 
happened to him before Hijrah?

What happened in Madinah?
What did this lead too?

When did Muhammad die? 

Why is Prophet Muhammad important?
• He was the last prophet- showing that he completed the faith.
• God send angels to him- therefore God trusts him to obey and do his work.
• He preached that there was only 1 God.
• He was taken on a night journey where he met prophets from the past and he learnt about how God 

wanted them to live- e.g. How many times a day to pray.
• He is mentioned in the Shahadah (Declaration of faith) therefore must be important.
• Role model- many Muslims call their children Muhammad after him.
• He took care of his wife and children.
• He established to Ummah and first Muslim community.
• He is remembered during Hajj.
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Task:
• Draw the grid below and complete it using the information below and on the previous page
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Task: Explain how the quote teaches Muslims that Muhammad is important

“ Muhammad is not the father of any one 
of you men; he is God’s messenger and 

the seal of prophets: God knows 
everything.”

Qur’an 33:40

1. Caliph

2. Imam

3. Imamate

A. A person who leads communal prayer or in Shi’a Islam, the title given to Ali  and 
his successors.

B. The divine appointment of the Imams.

C. A person considered to be a political and religious successor to the Prophet 
Muhammad, the leader of the Sunni Muslim community.

Task: Key Word Match

Shi’a Islam:
• Shi’a believe that Muhammad names his cousin and son-in –law, Ali, as his successor- so Ali  became the Shi’as first 

Imam.
• For Shi’as, it was important Ali  took control because they believed that the prophet had appointed him by divine 

instruction, and that leadership should follow the family l ine.
• When Al, died his sone because the Imam.
• Each Imam that followed was the son of the previous Imam (with the exception of Husayn ibn Ali, who was the brother 

of Hasan ibn Ali)
• The Twelver branch of Shi’a Islam believe that there have been 12 Imams in total.
• The last Imam is Muhammad al -Mahdi, who they believe has been kept alive by God and hidden somewhere on earth, 

and will  return with Jesus to bring justice and equality (judgement day)

• When Muhammad died it was not clear who should succeed him.
• Muslims then split into two groups, Sunni and Shi’a.

Sunni Islam
• When Muhammad died Sunni’s elected Abu Bakr as their first Caliph.
• The Caliphate was set up under early Islamic democracy and the Caliphate became strong religious, political empires 

controlling a lot of territory. (One even became known as the Ottoman Empire!) 

Why is the Imamate important/ what do they do for Muslims? (Shi’a)
• The Imams not only rule justly but are able to maintain and interpret the Qur’an and Shariah law without fault.
• They believe that the receiving of God’s law was completed through Muhammad, but that guiding and preserving 

of the law continues through the Imams.
• The Imamate is important because people need guidance on how to live correctly.
• The Twelvers believe that, in each generation, there has always been and Imam who is the appointed authority in 

all matters of faith and law, and they are a part of the family of Muhamad,
• They are honourable people who will  stand up for their faith and show commitment to God.
• They are good role models (however they are not as important as the Prophets)
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GCSE 5 Marker 
Explain two Muslim beliefs about the Imamate

Refer to a religious source/ quote in your answer

__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

GCSE 2 Marker Practice Question: 
Give two reasons why Muhammad is important to Muslims

1)_________________________________________________________________

2) ________________________________________________________________

Task: GCSE 12 Marker Plan

“Prophet Muhammad is the most important prophet.”
Evaluate this statement

Agree- Prophet Muhammad is the most important prophet Disagree- Prophet Muhammad is not the most important/ 
other prophets are/ all  equal

Homework plan and completed the question below
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Title: Qur’an
LO: To understand how the Qur’an was revealed, and why it has authority in Islam

Task:
Read and highlight 
10 important facts 
from this text

Complete the 
questions 1/2/3.

Challenge: 
complete  
question 4 

Think: What do 
you already 

know about the 
Qur’an?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DerApQ5Hrzg

Starter: Listen to the clip of the Qur'an being recited.

What are your thoughts?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DerApQ5Hrzg
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Task:
1. Who revealed the Qur’an to Muhammad and how long did it take?
2. Why do you think it was necessary to have an official version of the Qur’an?
3. Why would Muslims say the Qur’an is the highest authority in Islam?

Task: Explain what the quotes teach Muslims about the Qur’an

“This is the Scripture in which there is no 
doubt, containing guidance for those who 

are mindful of God.” 
Qur’an 2:2

“This is truly a glorious Qur’an [written] 
on a preserved Tablet.” 

Qur’an 85:21-22

The importance of the Qur’an Muhammad’s followers memorised his teachings and scribes wrote them 
down. After Muhammad had died, his successor Abu Baker commissioned an 

official copy to be made. 

The Qur’an contains a mixture of historical accounts and advice on how to follow God. There are 114 Surahs (chapters) 
in total.

The Qur’an
• Muslims believe that the Qur’an is the word of God which was revealed Muhammad via the angel Jibril  over a 

period of 22 years.
• It contains the foundation of every believers faith and is the most sacred text in Islam.
• It is considered to be written in perfect Arabic.
• The original Qur’an is believe to be in heaven, so when Muslims read the Qur’an they believe that God’s words 

are directly speaking to them.
• The name Qur’an means ‘the recital’ as Muhammad recited by heart each revelation that he received and 

passed it on to his followers.
• His followers memorised them and scribed/wrote them down.
• When Muhammad died, Abu Bakr commissioned an official copy to be complied by another one of 

Muhammad’s companions.
• Soon converts of different nationalities started to read and write the Qur’an in different languages,
• But because of this the Qur’an was in danger of being ,misread or miswritten.

Watch this BBC clip: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02mwjsw

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p02mwjsw
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Task: Summarise this spider diagram below in your book in no more than 5 words for each point 

[Yes it’s a challenge but that’s the point ☺]

Task: 
Create a spider diagram on the different uses of the Qur’an. 

Different uses 
of the Qur’an 

Challenge: Explain which use you think is the most important and why. 

Task:
Mind map

How do Muslims 
show respect to the 

Qur’an? 

Can you add anything 
to my points

Muslims perform wudu (a special 
way of washing themselves) 
which involves washing their 
hands, faces, arms and feet 
three times.

Copies of the Qur’an are 
sometimes kept 
wrapped up with a cloth 
around it and it is 
placed on a high shelf.

Muslims place the Qur’an 
on the highest place in 
the room to show that it 
is above all.

When reading, it is placed on a 
special stand (similar to the 
one in the image), so that it 
does not touch the floor as it 
can be dirty



GCSE 5 Marker 
Explain two Muslim beliefs about the Qur’an

Refer to a religious source/ quote in your answer
____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
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How does the Qur’an effect/influence the lives of Muslims?
• Muslims will learn Arabic from a young age in order to read and recite the Qur’an. Muslims will go to the 

Madrassah (the Islamic school).
• Muslims will treat the Qur’an with respect at all  times.
• When Muslims are unsure of what to do they will  turn to the Qur'an for guidance.
• During the month of Ramadan (Fasting), Muslims will make a special effort to read the Qur’an as they believe 

it gives them strength to complete their fast and it also remembers the time that Muhammad was visited and 
the Qur’an was revealed to him.

• Muslims learn to recite special passages of the Qur’an during special festivals.
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The Holy books in Islam
• Know about the Torah, the Psalms, the Gospel and the Scrolls of Abraham.

1. Torah

2. Psalms

3. Gospel

4. Scrolls of 
Abraham

A. A holy book revealed by God to David.

B. A holy book revealed by God to Jesus.

C. A holy book revealed by God to Abraham.

D. The first five books revealed by God to Moses.

Muslims believe that there are other holy books that have been revealed by God. 
Some believe that they have been lost, while others believe that they can be found in the Christian Bible. 

Why do you think there 
are several different holy 
books and scriptures in 
addition to the Qur’an? 

The Gospel (Injil)

Good News about Isa (Jesus) written by the 
disciples. Muslims highly respect Isa because 

there are revelations in the Qur’an about him.

Muslims believe:
• He was born of a virgin mother
• He was the messiah 
• He was not the son of Allah
• He followed Allah 
• He did not die to save sins  (Allah is all 

compassionate and will forgive sins)
• The Gosepls in their current form contain 

mistakes because they were written by 
disicples many years adter the death of Isa

The Gospel is mentioned in the Qur’an and it is 
believed that this refers to a book divinely 

revealed to Jesus (Isa). It is thought that this 
Gospel has been lost but that some of its 

message is still found in the Bible. 

The Psalms (Zabur)

The Psalms were revealed to David, and are mentioned 
3 times in the Qur’an. Many Muslims believe that they 

are similar to the Psalms in the Bible. 

They are a collection of prayers to Allah .

They contain lessons of guidance for the people and he 
recited them in song version.

One important message in the Zabur is the idea of the 
Messiah (Masih). The messiah was to be a symbol of 

hope for the future in a world where many had failed to 
obey Allah’s command. Isa (Jesus) also referred to what 
had been said about the Messiah in the Gospel of Luke. 
He taught in a way which allowed people to understand 
the scriptures. For Muslims, Jesus was the Messiah and 

will return. 

The scrolls of Abraham
They are referred to in the Qur’an but have been lost 

and no longer exist. They are thought to have been the 
earliest scriptures in Islam, which were revealed to 

Ibrahim.  

The revelations were said to be received  by Ibrahim on 
the first day of Ramadan and contained parable like 

stories about worship, reflection and building a 
livelihood.
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The Torah (Tawrat)

The Tawrat is the Arabic word for the Torah, which are the revelations given to Musa(Moses) by Allah on Mount 
Sinai. Some say that the Tawrat is the first five books of the Bible (the Pentateuch). Other Muslim scholars say the 
Tawrat is equal to all  of the Old Testament. The Qur’an states that I confirms hwat was before, that is, the Torah and 
the Gospels, although these texts have themselves become corrupted. Some scholars believe these earlier books to 
be ‘lost’ and no longer existing in any form.

Muslims believe the Torah was given to Moses (Musa). It is mentioned 18 times in the Qur’an.

The Tawrat does not exist in its original language or its original text. It was put together by the followers of Moses a 
long time ago after his death. The compliers changed the text, so some is the Word of Allah and some is human 
addition.

Some people believe that Allah preserves the books, so they have not been lost of added to. This view is supported 
by these teachings:

➢ Allah is all powerful and His Word cannot be changed. ‘None can change His words for He is the one who hears 
and knows all’ (Surah 6:155)

➢ A proverb ‘Do not add to His words or He will  rebuke you’
➢ Deuteronomy 4:2 says ‘do not add to what I command and do not subtract from it’
➢ The fact that Muhammad was told if he was ever unsure to search out meaning from those who had received 

scripture, suggests that the original scriptures were ti l l  believed to be reliable at the time the Qur’an was written.

Why do Muslims accept other 
Holy Books? And what do they 

believe about them?

Beliefs about the Torah (Tawrat) Why do Muslims accept other 
Holy Books? And what do they 

believe about them?

Task: Answer the questions in your books about what other holy books / scripture Muslims accept

Beliefs about the Gospel (Injil)

“We send Jesus, son of Mary, in their footsteps, to 
confirm the Torah that has been send before him
;We gave him the gospel with guidance, light, and 

confirmation of the Torah already revealed- a guide 
and lesson for those who take heed of God”

Qur’an 5:46

The Scrolls of Abraham/ Ibrahim
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Exam question practice

Explain two Muslim teachings about key scriptures [not including the Qur’an]. (5 marks)
Refer to sacred writings or another source of religious belief and teaching in your answer.

GospelsTorah Psalm Scrolls of Abraham

Task:
1. Using the information we have discussed today complete information grids below

Task: GCSE 12 Marker Plan [PLAN IN LESSON COMPLETE AT HOME]

“Holy Books are no longer needed in today’s society.”
Evaluate this statement

Agree- They are no longer needed Disagree- They are needed



Revision videos – Islamic beliefs 
(You can add more with your teacher)

An electronic copy of this booklet is available on your TEAMS account to help you access the 
hyperlinks 
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• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4sa724XZ68k

• AQA Islam Beliefs Revision Session – YouTube
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4sa724XZ68k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=no6jYwCilww

